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LET TER. 


Mr. Toſpua Gee. 


Rev. Sir. 
CT ME nova HIS Week fell into my Hands 


"OR OD Your's of June 3. 1743. to the 
SEES Rev. Mr. Eells, Moderator of the 
| S. 


late Convention of Paſtors in Boſton; 
and I can't but expreſs my Grief, 
that a Gentleman of your Wiſdom | 
and Picty ſhould have taken occaſi- 
on from the Teſtimony upon which 
you remark, to write and make 


publick ſuch a Letter, as upon reading I find your's tobe. 
You know, Rev. Sir, I was preſent at theConvention, 
and one of the Committee who form'd that Teſtimony. 
I am therefore not only knowing as to the Teſtimony it 
elf, but alſo as to the Proceeding of the Convention in 
| Reference 
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Reference thereto, and the declared Reafons upon which 
they acted. | 

By all which I hold my ſelf the better qualified to make 
ſome Reply to your Letter, and having tho't proper to 
do this, *twill I truſt need no Apology, whilſt, after the 
Pattern you have ſet, I do it in this publick Manner. 

I aſſure you, Sir, upon the beſt Conſideration and Re- 

collection I can uſe, I am unable to diſcern, That either 
by the Teſtimony it ſelf, or the Proceedings of the Con- 
vention in Reference thereto, there is any juſt Occaſion 
given you to write as you have done. „ 
| I] well remember at ſome Junctures, that perfect 
Order was not preſerv'd in the Debates, which is ever 
becoming ſuch a Convention. But as to the Emotion of 
the Paſſions, I obſerv'd it in none fo much as in your ſelf, 
on occaſion of Dr. Chauncy's moving to the Moderator, 
when you roſe up to ſpeak, That the Queſtion might be 
put to you, Whether you deſired to ſpeak as a Member of 
this Convention? Obſerving that ſome Years ago, you 
had formally withdrawn your ſelf from us, and that there- 
fore 1t was proper we {ſhould know whether you was now 
returned to us, Your Reſentment of this appeared very 
quick and ſtrong, nor could you be prevaild with to 
anſwer this Queſtion, tho? the Doctor's Motion was 
back*d as reaſonable by a Number of others. 
I mention this here, becauſe I am diſpoſed charitably to 
lay ſome Things contained in your Letter, to the Ruffle 
* Paſſions were unhappily put into by this Incidence. 
Is it poſſible for me to think your ſharp Reſentments al- 
lay*d when you took your Pen in Hand to write this Let- 
ter, whilſt J find you running out almoſt five Pages in 
Exceptions taken at the Title Page of the Teſtimony, in 
which you know the Convention had no Hand, and in 
which Exceptions you therefore expreſty point at Doctor 
Chauncy, who offer'd the Affront you ſo highly reſented. 

But Sir, it appears by what you have faid, that you 
vourſelt was ſo well acquainted with the Conſtitution, 
Buſineſs, and End of the Convention, as to be happily 
guarded againſt the Deli ſon of this pompous Title Page: 

3 And 
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And is it not ſtrange, Sir, that you cou'd not ſuppoſe that 
others, at leſt, in this Province, were as knowing in this 


Matter as your ſelf, and conſequently no more likely to be 
deluded than you. 


But your Fear upon this Head, it ſeems, ariſes eſpecially 


on Account of thoſe that are at a great Di/tance from 


us.” But ſurely, if thoſe for whoſe Good the Teſtimony 
was formed, were in no Danger of being deluded by this 
Title Page, or induced from it to conceive, that the De- 
terminations of the Convention (according to the Conſti- 


tution of the Churches in this Province) are to be regarded 


as carrying ſome ſpecial Power and Authority with them, 

like that of a provincial Synod ; ----- "Tis not of ſo great 
Importance how Perſons at a great Diſtauceè take up the 
Matter. And yet, I ſhould think ſuſficientLight hath been 
held forth to give all Men who will enquire after it, a pro- 


per View of the Conſtitution of theſe Churches. Could 
you flatter yourſelf, that your Account in this Letter 


would take a greater Spread, or be received with greater 
Credit and Authority than our Platform, Ratio Diſci- 
Fling, & c. And fo be of more avail for the letting all 
at a great Diſtance from us into right Conceptions of tho 
Conſtitution of theſe Churches? 

But I find, Sir, there is another Danger that has rouſed 
yourFear, dix. Leſt the Reader ſhould be led by this Title 


Page into a falſe Judgment upon a very important Fact, 


namely, That none but ſuch as are Paſtors of the Charches 
in the Province of the Me ſachuſetts-Bay, were admitted 
to vote in the late Convention, whereas tis well known 
that others were admitted to vote, who are Paſtors be- 


3 ond the Bounds of this Province, 


Tis readily granted, that *tis well known that Paſtors 
beyond the Bounds of this Province were admitted to vote. 
But ſuppoſe any who read this Teſtimony ſhould be igno- 

rant of this, and take it for granted, that none but Paſtors 
of Churches in the Maffachuſetts- Pay voted it: Would it 
make any eſſential Difference as to the Regard due to it, 
if they ſhould after be informd, that ſcume of the Paſtors 
that voted it, belong'd to the neigh bouringGovernments? 


1 here 


(6) 


There is not a Paſtor in this Province that I know of, 
that ever entertain'd a Thought but that the Vote of a 
Paſtor of the neighbouring Governments gave as much to 
this Teſtimony as his own. 

You „ freely own that formerly, while our 8 
tions acted and would be conſider'd as purely occaſional 
Aſſemblies of Paſtors, the Miniſters of neighbouring Co- 
lonies and Provinces were gladly admitted to act with 
them. And that there was good Reaſon for it, &c. 

And Sir, ſince we are ſtill profeſſedly to be conſider'd 
in the ſame Character and as attending and purſuing the 
ſame important Purpoſes, why ſhould not the Paſtors of 
neighbouring Governments be as gladly admitted to act 
with us now as formerly: 

What valuable End did you expect to anſwer by raiſing 
Exceptions againſt their voting with us at this Conven- 
tion ? Why truly it appears by what follows, that your 
Aim herein is to fix it upon Dr. Chauncy, That he has 
made out a Title-Page with which this Uſage is incon- 
ſiſtent, But I am apt to think this Inconſiſtency will 


appear to none but yourſelf, and thoſe that put on your 


Glaſſes. For after all, the Convention was at Bo/ton in 
the Maſſachyſetts-Bay, the Body of the Miniſters preſent 
werePaſtors of Churches in thisProvince, and the Number 


of theſe ſo great as that without the leaſt Inconſiſtency 
with Truth, and with a manifeſt Propriety, the Conven- 


tion ought to take its Denomination from them, tho? ac- 


cording to the known Cuſtom, they gladly admitted a 


few Paſtors of neighbouring Governments to act with 
them. | 

And hence it was, that in Draugliting the Teſtimony, 
the Committee naturally, and without any defign to delude, 
run into this Stile, Viz. 4 We the Paſtors of the 
Churches of Chriſt in the Province of the Maſfachuſetts- 


Bay in New- England, at our annual Convention, May 


„ Tho' this was repeatedly read, yet neither 
yourſelf, nor any one elſe thit I know of, was ſegacious 
enough to ſpy the Danger of Perſons being ted into a falſe 
Judgment hereby. And was it not natural, vea, in fome 


Senſe 


.* 
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Senſe neceſſary, ſince the Convention themſelves uſed 
this Stile, that Dr. Chauncy in his TT ſhould uſe 


it too? 


To avoid your Cenſure upon him as chuſing to publiſh 
the Teſtimony with a pompous and deluſtue Title-Page, 
would you have had him conſider'd, that truly there were 
Paſtors preſent who were of the neighbouring Govern- 
ments, and therefore corrected the Stile of the Conven- 
tion, and ſaid- The Teſtimony of the Paſtors of the 
Churches of the Maſſachuſetts-Bay, org, . and 


 KRhade-1ſland, at their annual Convention, &c. ? I appeal 
to your ſelf, Sir, whether this would have appeared to 


you, leſs pompous and deluſrve. 

But I beſeech you, Sir, What do you mean by expreſ- 
ſing your ſelf as you do, whilſt you ſay, in the above re- 
cited Paragraph, <* Formerly, while our Conventions 
acted and would be conſidered as purely occaſional Aſſem- 
blies of Paſtors ??------ -and „ while the whole Body was to 
be conſidered only as a Body of wiſe and good Men, vo- 
luntarily aſſembled on ſuch an anniverſary Occaſion &c. 


Do you mean to ſuggeſt, that 'tis now otherwiſe than it 
was formerly? 


And why do you advance the Suppoſicion, cc If the 


Majority in the laſt Vote (which occaſioned ſuch Debates 


about the late Revival of Religion) was determined by 


them who are not Paſtors of this Province **? Did not 


you ſee the Danger? And is it not ſtrange that you who 
profeſs ſuch a Zeal to ſet Things i ina true Light, and to 
prevent Perſons being led into a falſe Judgment upon 


Matters of Fact, ſhould leave Perſons, eſpecially thoſe at a 


great Diſtance, to the Hazard of making a wrong Judg- 
ment relating to Facts referred to by theſe Expreſſions ? 


Did you not know, if you did not, why did you not in- 


form yourſelf of the Number of the Paſtors of neighbour- 
ing Governments preſent at this Convention? I can tell 
you, upon good Information, there was but Six of neigh- 
bouring Governments preſent, and not more than Two of 
them e their Vote. 


From 
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_ executing the Deſigns of a Party, 


my Face or bchind my Back, done or ſaid any Thing to 
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From whence it appears, That the Majority of the laſt 
Vote, was fo far from being determin'd by them who are 
not Paſtors of this Province, that it would have been 
greater had there been none of the neighbouring Govern- 
ments preſent. - | 

Now, Sir, Who can doubt but that you are right in your 
Gueſs, when you ſay, © your Meaning in what you have 
now ſaid, may perhaps appear in a ſtronger Light here- 
after ** ? For who can help concluding, that your Mean- 
ing in the Expreflions I have remark'd, as well as by that 
following, viz. If the Vote on the laſt Paragraph was the 
Vvhich I ſeriouſly pro- 
feſs to you I know of no Reaſon for, from any Thing that 
occurred to my Obſervation in the Convention: I ſay 
who can help concluding, that your Meaning in theſe 


Expreſſions, is to abuſe your unwary Readers with ground- 


leſs and injurious Suggeſtions. But whether this be your 
Meaning or no, your Expreſſions have a manifeſt and 


7 ſtrong Tendency hereto. 


But I paſs on to obſerve, That in your next Paragraph 
Page 7. you appeal not only to the Rev, Moderator, but 
to all that have at Heart, and have been well acquainted 


with the State of Religion in this Land for ſeveral Years 


paſt, whether this "Teſtimony of the late Convention taken 
in the full View of it, is likely to have a good Effect for 
the Revival and Advancement of real, vital and practical 
Religion? I know not whether you will allow me to be 
in the Number of thoſe to whom you appeal. For I am 
one that voted the Teſtimony : And by the Run of your 

Letter a juſt Doubt may be raiſed, whether you will allow 


any of them to have at Heart the State of Religion; and 


beſides I have not been acquainted therewith, by being 
preſent at the religious Commotions that have for ſeveral 
Years paſt been the main Subject of Converſation in the 
Land. Theſe Commotions have not been found in my 
Pariſh, nor has the Zeal and Charity of thoſe who have 
been the chief Promoters of them, ever prompted them 
to make any Attempts amongit my People, nor ever to 


Or 
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or of me that has drawn my Reſentments ; that I have 
never experienc'd the Temptation which perſonal Affronts 


often involve Men in. Yea further, I have never till 
this Time, taken my Pen in Hand to write any Thing 
upon this Head, having been grieved to ſee ſo many 
Controverſies about religious Matters entred upon and 
purſued in the weekly Prints, as well as diſtin&t Pamphlets 
ſpread amongſt us. And having had no Hand in any of 
theſe, I have not been ſo much expoſed, as thoſe that 
have, to that Bias which inſenſibly and almoſt irreſiſtably is 
in this Way brought upon Men's Minds. And being 
under theſe Advantages I have endeavoured to preſerve 
my Mind calm, have bore it in my Mind that I have 
two Ears, and whilſt I live upon a great Road, and my 
Houſe is at leaſt as much frequented, I ſuppoſe, byPerſons 


of all Characters, and from all Parts of the Land, as any 


Miniſter's Houſe in the Province, I have endeavoured 
with Caution to receive the Accounts given me, and not 


to rely upon any Facts without ſufficient and inconteſtible 


Evidence. 2 | 
And under theſe Circumſtances, I am perhaps as capa- 

ble (abating the greater Defects found in the Powers of 

my Mind) of making a juſt and ſafe Judgment upon the 


State of Religion in this Land, as any that have been moſt 
converſant in thoſe Places where theſe religious Commo- 


tions have moſt prevailed, However, after all I know 
not whether you will allow me to be one to whom you 
make your Appeal. But be that as it will, I ſhall, before 
I have done, endeavour to ſet the Teſtimony of the Con- 
vention in a juſt (if not a full) View, in hopes it may 


prove of ſome Advantage to thoſe to whom you do appeal, 
in order to their forming a proper Judgment. And in the 


mean Time I ſhall briefly conſider the Judgment vou 
yourſelf have ſumm'd up, together with the Reatons you 
offer to ſupport it, and the charitable Labour you take to 


prevent or correct the bad Effects of the printed Teſti- 


mony. 5 | 
Jour Judgment we have in theſe Words. I freely 
declare this to be my Judgment, That if we conſider it 
| B | i 
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in the Whole, as a Teſtimony againſt Errors and Diſor- 
ders, it powerfully tends to unhappy Effects, both among 
them who live at a great Diftance. from us, and among 
ö our own Churches. | 1 
"= I would here obſerve, that you ſeem to aim at expreſ- 
1 ſing yourſelf with Caution, but what the Caution is or 
what the Emphaſis you would have put upon the Words 
you diſtinguiſh by Italic Characters, viz. in the I hole 
as a Teſtimony againſt Errors and Diſorders, 1 am not able 
to divine, for excepting the concluding, Paragraph it is 
ex profeſſo, even the Whole of it, not only a Teſtimony 
againſt Errors and Diſorders, but againſt ſuch Errors and 
Diſorders as have of late obtained in various Parts of the 
Land. Nor do I know of any other poſſible Light in 
which it can be conſider' d. And when I call to mind 
how generally the ſeveral Articles in this Teſtimony were 
voted, and how freely thoſe few that did not ſee cauſe to 
vote declared that they did not object to them, but could 
freely hold up their Hands and vote for every Article, on- 
ly with this Proviſo, that a more enlarged Teſtimony for 
the Good Work going on in the Land, (as *tis uſually 
ſtyled) ſhould be added at the Cloſe ; *tis a Myſtery to 
me how any can think that the publiſhing this Teſtimony 
{ſhould powerfully tend to unhappy Effects. If it was the 
unanimous Thought of the Convention, as I think evi- 
dently appear'd to be the Caſe, that the Things pointed 
at as Errors and Diſorders were really ſo, and that they 
obtained in various Parts of the Land, what imaginable 
Reaſon can be aſſigned, why thePaſtors of theſe Churches, 
thro? Fear of ſome bad Effects of it, ſhould decline bear- 
ing their Teſtimony againſt them? Are they not ſet upon 
the Watch-Tower, ? And don't it behove them, as they 
would approve themſelves faithful to God and the Souls 
of their People, whenever they ſpy approaching Dangers 
to ſound an alarm? 925 wy 
And what powerful Tendency to bad Effects could their 
faithfully doing this, be thought to have? *Tis true, I 
have occular Demonſtration that one very bad Effect has 
followed hereupon, viz. your writing and publiſhing this 
>) Let ter. 
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Letter. But I aſſure you, Sir, tho' the giving this Te- 
ſtimony has been the occaſion hereof, yet I am unable 
to diſcern upon the cloſeſt Examination, that there is any 
Thing found therein, or in the Proceedure of thoſe that 
voted it, that has any cauſuality in it that can in reaſon 
be tho't to have any real Influence into the Production 
of this Effect. And I perſwade my ſelf, that when you 
come to calm Conſideration, you will upon Examination 


find that you were prompted to make this vigorousStand, 


not from any Thing found in the Teftimony, but from 2 
certain Zeal which, hefore that had a Being, was enkind- 
led in your Breaſt, and the Breaſts of a few others, tho? 
perhaps heighten'd by ſome incidental Occurrences at the 
Convention; and that it has been raſh and inconſiderate 
in you to imploy this Zeal, or ſuffer it to break out as 


you have, againſt the Teſtimony, 


However, ſince you not only give your Judgment that 


the Teſtimony powerfully tends to unhappy Effects, but 
point out among whom they will appear, as well as what 


they are, you will not excuſe me, I ſuppoſe, if I do not 
attend to what you ſay under this Head. . 

I would therefore obſerve, that in the firſt Place you 
ſay, it tends to unhappy Effects among them who live at 


a great Diſtance from us. Will you allow me, Rev. Sir, 
to take it for granted, that mere Nature led in the Me- 


thod into which you have here caſt your Thoughts, 
agreeable to that uſual Saying, What lies neareſt theHeart 


D 


will be firſt upon the Tongue ? If this indeed be theCaſe, 


and if you came to the Convention with the Hope and 


Expectation, that the Paſtors of the Churches convened 
ſhould apply themſelves to the Adjuſtment of certain Jarrs, 


which it ſeems have ariſen upon the differing Accounts 
ſome particular Perſons have given to theirCorreſpondents 
in Scotland, of the State of Religion among us ; or that. 
they by a more hidden Influence would be drawn in ſo to 


* act, as to ſerve the private Deſigns of either Party, tis 


no wonder you met with Diſappointment. What tho' 
ſome few- Gentlemen, to the Number of three or four 
perhaps on each Side, in giving theſe Accounts have in- 
| ü B 2 dulg d 
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dulg'd themſelves ſome in the Uſe of the Panigyrick, ſome 
the Satyrick Stile, according to their differing Turn of 
Thought, did theſe Parties produce their reſpective Letters 
and apply to the Convention as Umpires in the Caſe? Or 
if they had, can any one of a ſober Mind think it would have 


been excuſable in them to waſte the few Hours they had to- 


gether in this private party Cauſe, when the State of 
their Flocks ſo preſſingly call'd for their cloſe Attention. 
Should it be ſuppoſed ſome who have taken upon them 
to repreſent the dark Side of the State of Religion among 

us, have relied upon ſome Facts not ſufficiently vouch'd, 
or laid more Streſs upon others than they ought, and fo. 
have been betray'd into an erroneous Judgment, inſomuch 
that you might think you have Right freely to pronounce 
as you do, that their Accounts are falſe. Can this be 


deemed a ſufficient Reaſon why the Paſtors of theſe 
Churches ſhould forbear teſtifying againſt ſuch Errors and 


Diſorders as are really obtaining in various Parts of the 


Land ? *Tis true, upon Sight of this Teſtimony, Perſons 
at a great Di/tance will have ſufficient Reaſon to believe, 


that the Errors and Diſorders teſtify*d againſt are found 


among us. But by believing this Truth, will they be 


ſtrongly tempted to believe what is falſe ? Surely if any 


can give into ſo unreaſonable a Temptation, not the 


Convention but themſelves muſt be accountable for it. 
But let us a little enquire, what the genuine Effects 
of this Teſtimony upon the Minds of ſuch as are at a 
reat Diſtance from us will he. Such will undoubtedly 
hereby be eſtabliſn'd in the Belief of the melancholy Ac- 
count of Errors and Diſorders herein given, And. this 


will produce Grief in the Minds of good Men. But will 


they be grieved at the Information they receive, or at 
the Errors and Diſorders they are inform'd of? Surely 
the latter. And have we not Reaſon to expect, that this 
will excite them to pray to God for us, that he would 
put a Stop to the Progreſs of theſe Errors and Diſorders ? 
And however they will be grieved at their obtaining in 
any Parts of the Land, they will in reaſon rejoice at it, 
and have their Faith in Prayer ſtrengthned, whilſt they 
| „ 4 find 
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find the Watchmen are not aſleep, but are uſing their 
charitable and faithful Endeavours for their Removal. 
And are theſe unhappy Effects ? 

What if this Teſtimony ſhould detract ſomething from 
the Pleaſure which good Men, at a great Diſtance from 
us, have conceived from the exalted Accounts they have 
received of the flouriſhing State of Religion among us ? 
It can in Reaſon no further detract herefrom, than that 
Pleaſure has exceeded due Bounds, And will it be a 
Grief to them, that their Pleaſure is reduced to proper 
Limits ? Will they not rather be grieved when they ſee 
your Letter, and thereby find ſuch a Stand made againſt 
the Teſtimony which ſo pawerfully tends to fruſtrate 
the pious and charitable Intentions of it, and render it 
baneful inſtead of beneficial to thoſe ior whom it is de- 
ſigned, when at the ſame Time * tis in itſelf well adapted 
to ſerve their beſt Intereſt? 

And as to the fear „ that this printed Teſtimony will 
give the Enemies of Religion great Advantage to obſtruct 
the Revival and Progreſs of vital Chriſtianity ', I fee no 
Foundation for it. I am ſenſible, that whilſt thoſe that 
profeſs to have experienced uncommon Degrees of divine 
Influence upon their Souls, are chargeable with either the 
Errors or Diſorders here teſtified againſt, this above all 
Things gives occaſion to the Adverſaries of Religion to 
| Tpeak reproachfully. And from a Senſe of this, whilſt 
the Convention give their Teſtimony againſt Errors and 
Diſorders, they "teſtify alſo . againſt the impious Spirit 
of thoſe that from hence take Occaſion to reproach the 
Work of the divine Spirit in the Hearts of the Children of 
God. And what could they have done more to pre- 
vent their Teſtimony's being in this Wa abuſed by un- 
reaſonable Men. ' 
But, Sir, let us ſuppoſe, that our chriſtian Friends in 
Sai who at preſent have ſo much at Heart the Revi- 
val and Progreſs of vital Religion as you exprefs vt, ſhould 
have the ſame Reaſon that we have to lament and teſtify 
ggainſt Errors and Diſorders obtaining in various Parts of 
their Land, and according to their Conſtitution bear a 

# Teſtimony 
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Teſtimony againſt them : Would it not be a juſt Grief 
and Offence to them, to fee any of their Number weak- 
ning their Teſtimony, and labouring to bring their Per- 
ſon's into Contempt, and to raiſePrejudices in the Minds of 
thePopulace againſt them ? Would they not account theſe 
Enemies to vital Religion ? And can you hide it from 
your ſelf, that the Example you here ſet, has a powerful 
Tendency (ſhould it be ſet before them) to ſtir up and 
countenance ſuch an oppoling Spirit! 

Think not, I beſeech you, Sir, that the pompous Pro- 
feſſion you make of Zeal for God, of being faithful to 
the Doctrines of Grace, and forward to ſerve the Cauſe 
of real and vital Religion among us, will cover and excuſe 
you, whilſt you treat your Fathers and Brethren, who 
have voted this Teſtimony, in ſo unchriſtian a Manner, 
and who are as able and ready, for ought I know, upon 
all proper Occaſions, to vindicate and | promote the Doc 
trines of Grace, and the Cauſe of vital Religion, as you 
are, tho' ſo happy as to be preſerved from that intempe- 
rate and miſguided Zeal that is enkindled in your Breaft, 
and the Breaſts of ſome few others of the Miniſtry 1 in the 
Land. 

But I haften to obſerve, what you mention as the un- 
happy Effects to which, in your Judgment, this Teſtimony 
powerfully tends among our own Churches. And here 
you ſay, „among our ſelves ( I mean the Churches 
<< thro'out this Province and neighbouring Governments) 
c are there not Multitudes who (as we charitably hope) 
& have lately experienced a ſaving Converſion to Gop; 
<< who from this printed Teſiimany will be tempted to form 
% this Judgment, — That the Paſtors of the Churches 
« in this Province are united in their Apprehenſion, that 
ce there has not been any remarkable Work of Gop's 
& Grace among us, which ought to have been thankfully 
& acknowledged by ſuch an Aſſembly of Paſtors? | 
«« What elſe can they be tempted to think upon reading 
the printed Teflimony, when they find, that the Paſtors of 

& theChurches in the Province of theMaſſachuſetts-BavinN. 
© af their annual Convention, have teſtified 5 againſt 
LD «« ſome 
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4 ſome Errors and Diſorders, without giving any Attef- 
c tation to a remarkable Revival of Religion in various 
Parts of this Land ? And what will be the Conſequence 
of fuch a Temptation, if nothing be publickly done to 
„ prevent or correct ſuch a falſe Judgment, Gop only 
« knows, But have we not Reaſon to fear, that many 
< who have experienc'd a Work of divine Grace, will 
ce be tempted to entertain Prejudices againſt their own 
« Paſtors as well as other Miniſters ? ?* Paragraph 9g. 
I am unable to determine how many you would in- 
clude within the charitable Hope you ſpeak of. But as 
to ſuch as have indeed been ſavingly converted to God, 
and really experienced a Work of divine Grace, tho' I 


am ſenſible good Men had need with Humility and Fer- 


vour to pray to God as Chriſt hath taught them Lead 
ws not into Temptation, yet whilſt they do ſo, can ſee noRea- 


ſon to fear their being left to make ſo abſurd a Judgment, 


or take up ſo ungrounded Prejudices againſt their own 


Paſtors or other Miniſters, as I think you, by a juſt Con- 
ſtruction of this Letter, ſhew your ſelf forward to inſtill 


into their Minds. Can it poſſibly enter into a Mind that 


is at Liberty to think calmly, that our teſtifying againft 


Errors and Diſorders, is any Evidence of Unfaithfulneſs 
to the Doctrines of Grace? Or any Diſcovery of an In- 
diſpoſition to acknowledge any Inftances wherein the 
Glory of thoſe Doctrines are diſplay d? Don't you offend 
againſt the Generation of the Upright in advancing the 


Suppoſition, that they will be prejudiced againſt theirPaſtors 


becauſe they bear a Teſtimony againſt the Errors and 
Diſorders, which on allHands are confeſſedly found ae 
us, and have a threatning Aſpect upon our Churches 
1 fay found among us, 1. e. in this Province and the neigh- 
bouring Governments, as you have well explain'd the 
Phraſe, and in which extenſive Senſe the Expreſſion alſo 
in the Teſtimony various Parts of our Land, ought juſtly 
to be interpreted. 

And, Rev. Sir, J charitably Hope, that every true 
Child of God will be preſerved from thoſe very — 
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Which the Temptation adminiſtred, not by the Teſtimo- 


ny, but your Letter, is ſo artfully adopted to produce. 
Will not all to whom Chriſt has given to eat of the 


hidden Manna, or to whom is given the white Stone, and 


in the Stone a new Name written, which no Man know- 
eth ſaving he that receiveth it, take an abundant Satis- 
faction in the ineſtimable Gift which thro? divine Grace 


they have received ? Will they ſuffer their Paſſions to be 


ruffled, and admit into their Minds ſuch unchriſtian Pre- 


judices as you ſuggeſt, meerly becauſe others will not 


Join in giving a plump Teftimony to-what none but them- 


ſelves can know? Will it not be enough if really their Life 
is hid withChriſt in God, tho' they ſhould fail of the Name 


and of being applauded as the peculiar Favourites of Heaven ? 


| Is it poſſible that the having this Name ſhould be eſteemed 
by them of light Importance, ſince the Amen, the faith- 
ful and true Witneſs, has aſſured us, that Perſons may 


have a Name to live when they are really dead ? 
How far you could with Truth repreſent in this Para- 


graph, that the Convention have teſtify'd only againſt 
ſome Errors and Diſorders, without any Atteſtation to a 
remarkable Revival of Religion in various Parts of the 


Land, I ſhall in due Place conſider. 

And now proceed to obſerve, what you offer for the 
Prevention or Correction of theſe bad Effects of the 
printed Teſtimony. - And here you ſay, © You judge it 


neceſſary the Publick ſhould know, and would have it 


publiſhed as undeniable Matter of Fact, (1.) That ſcarce 
one third Part of the Paſtors of the Churches of the MHaſſa- 
chuſectts-Bay were preſent at the late Convention. (2. 

That of thoſe who were preſent, it was but a ſmall Ma- 
jority that voted the laſt Article or Praragraph, which 
cauſed ſuch Debates about an Atteſtation to the Work 
of God's Grace appearing of late Years in a remarkable 
Revival of Religion among theſe Churches. And there- 
upon repreſent the whole Number of Miniſters preſent, 


to be at leaſt 50, and that 38 was the preciſe Number 


who voted in the affirmative. And thereupon you appeal 


to the Moderator, and fay, „ you are perſuaded he will at 


any 
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any Time be ready to atteſt to the Truth hereof.” But, 
Sir, don't you know that it would have been as juſt a 


Repreſentation for you to have ſaid, (1.) That the late 


Convention was as full an one as has been ſeen for many 
Years. (2.) That all the Articles in this Teſtimony re- 
ferring to Errors and Diſorders, appear'd in all the De- 

bates, to contain nothing but what was agreeable to the 
Sentiments of all that were preſent, and were paſs'd by a 
very general Vote. And altho' in the concluding Para- 
graph the Vote was not ſo full, yet upon Obſervation, 


there appear'd to me a very manifeſt Majority in it, in- 


ſomuch that tho' I do not remember I ſaid any Thing upon 
it, yet I wonder'd any Doubt aroſe whether it was a 
Vote. And I am inclin'd to think the Moderator will 
not be ſo ready to give his Atteſtation, that there were 


but 38 that held up their Hands for it, as you ſeem to 


imagine. For the Queſtion to be decided was, whether 
it was a Vote. And when the Moderator in a curſory 


Manner had counted Hands (it having been remark'd 
that about 70 were preſent) to the Number of 38, he 


declar'd it was a Vote. But I cannot think he is pre- 
pared with any ſafety to atteſt that was the preciſe Num- 
ber. „ * 


But be this as it will, I have no Diſpoſition to conteſt 
the Matter. And I ſhould be loath to detraet from your 


charitable Attempt to ſkreen as many as poſhble of the 
Miniſters of the Province, from that unrighteous Judg- 
ment, and ungrounded Prejudices, which you endeavour 
to influence thoſe included in your charitable Hope, to 
form and take up againſt thoſe that voted this Teſtimony. 
But I doubt the Labour you take to bring off the Rev. 
Dr. Sewall, will, to the diſcerning Reader, be found de- 
ficient. For according to your own Account, what you 


relate of the Doctor's Exceptions, was againſt the Teſti- 


mony as it ſtood before it was reviewed by the Committee 
enlarged. To the Purpoſe then that you make Pretence 
of, you ſhould in all Reaſon have related ſomething that 
the Doctor advanced againſt the Teſtimony as it ſtood: 
when laft brought to the Convention. For however by, 
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| wha was prevented fitting with the Committee at the firſt 


draughting the Teſtimony, on the ſudden offer'd his 
Thoughts as became a Gentleman of his Piety and Up- 
rightneſs, yet ſince he ſat with them when it was review'd, 
if after this Review, when it was alter'd and enlarged in 
divers Places, you had nothing to produce to ſhew that 


He was yet diſſatisfied with it, *twill be moſt natural to 


preſume that finally he was ſatisfied with it; and ſo to 


_ aſpect that what you rehearſe from him, is rehears'd for 
ſome other Purpoſes than meerly to ſkreen him from that 
Odium you would fix upon others; and for the Preven- 
tion or Correction whereof you have not it ſeems ſo much 
as one Word to offer. | | 


I beſeech you Sir, calmly to conſider, whether it will 
not appear very ftrange, eſpecially to thoſe that are at a 


great Di/tance from us, That you ſhould not fo much as 


attempt to ſuggeſt any thing by Way of Excuſe .for. the 


_ unhappy Conduct of the thirty eight Miniſters, that have 


been fo vile as to vote this Teſtimony ? You may per- 


_ haps think you have been very modeſt, in only making 
mention of Prejudices, without adding what the Prejudi- 


ces are, that thoſe who have experienced a Work of 


divine Grace, will be tempted by this Teſtimony, to en- 

tertain againſt their own Paſtors, as well as other Miniſ- 
ters. But this Omiſſion, you might juſtly think, could be 
| Jupply'd by a more private Inſtruction. And yet *tis to 


be obſerved, that you could not wholly reſt ſo important 
a Matter here, but broadly ſuggeſt, P. 13. That thoſe 


that wou'd recommend themſelves to you as ſerious Chriſ- 


tians, muſt take up this Prejudice againſt their Paſtors that 
have voted this Teſtimony, That they are unfaithful 


Miniſters. This you ſuggeſt, not only by telling, „ That 


5 


c a great Number of Paſtors of Churches did not think 


cc they ſhould be faithful to the Doctrines of Grace, and 
<< ſerye the Cauſe of real vital Religion, if they voted this 


„ "Teſtimony *” as it ſtands: But alſo by your ſtrange: 
Way of arguing in the next Paragraph; where not con- 
tent with this neither, you repreſent them as treating this! 


great Number of faithful Paſtors with Rudeneſs and Con- 
5 tempt, 
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tempt, and offering nothing in reply to the Friends th 
the Cauſe of Truth and Holineſs, but Clamour and Opp 


Neon | 


And now, Sir, I am fadly ſenſible, That ts fome who | 
will rely upon your Repreſentation, the Way is made 


broad and paved, for their diſtinguiſhing themſelves. by 


their Zeal in cenſuring the Voters of this Teſtimony, as 
unfaithful Miniſters, Enemies to the Doctrines of Grace, 


fach as diſſerve theCauſe of real vital Religion, and of con- 
ſequence, ſuch as have never experienc'd a Work of di- 


vine Gra ce, but are in an unconverted Eſtate.  —_ 
Such Cenſures as theſe have been paſs'd by ſome Itine- 


rants, who have ſufficiently prov'd themſelves raw elated 


Novices; but it grieves me to find this unchriſtian Tem- 


per and Practice countenanc'd and patronis'd by one, 
whom I truly eſteem a Perſon of found Knowledge and 


Piety : What will not an intemperate and miſguided Zeal 
drive Men into, even good Men ſometimes ? 
Suffer me now, Rev. Sir, before I conclude my long 


Epittle, to put you in Mind of what you might have ſaid, 


and which I am no ways able to excuſe you for omitting 
to ſay, in order to the Prevention or Correction of 
thoſe unhappy Effects you have ſpoken of. And in doing 
this I ſhall endeavour, as I have promiſed, to ſet the Je- 
ſtimony in a juſt View. . „„ 

And in the firſt Place I would obſerve, That upon the 
Motion of ſome Members of the Convention, that they 
would take into Conſideration and give their Advice upon 
ſome melancholy Accounts then given, which related to 
the State of Religion in the Land, and ſpecially in ſome 
particular Parts of it; it was tho't proper by ſome to 


chufe a Committee to confider and report what might be 
proper for the Convention to do thereon. Hereupon the 


following Queſtion was penn'd by the Scribe, the Rev. 
Mr. Prince, viz. Whether we would chuſe a Committee 
to conſider of ſuch Errors in Doctrine and Diſorders in 
Practice as had obtained in various Parts of the Land, and 
what might be proper for the Convention to do in order 
9 their Redreſs? (or Words to this Effect) Which 
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Queſtion being put by the Moderator, it paſs'd in the. 


Affirmative, Nemine Contradicente. 


And the Choice of a Committee of ſeven Perſons was 
immediately proceeded to. Who when met together the 
next Morning, happily fell into a Draught in which ſix 
of them then preſent unanimouſly agreed, Tis here 


juſtly to be remark' d, That the Convention Sermon was 


preach'd the ſame Day, and the publick Exerciſe began 
at ꝙ h. A. M. At the Cloſe of which *twas expected 
the Committee ſhould make their Report. Which 1 


mention that the judicious and candid Reader may know 


the ſhort Time the Committee had to form this Teſti- 


mony in, and make the proper Allowances. 


When from the publick Exerciſe the Convention re- 
tired to Dr. Setwall's, the Doctor, who had not fat with 
the Committee, vs has been obſerved, had but juſt Time 
to read over what they had prepared as their Report, be- 
fore it was called for, and publickly read to the Conven- 
tion. What the Doctor offered hereupon was back'd by 
Tome others, and the Iflue was, that three Perſons were 
added to the Committee, and they requeſted to review it 
and make Report in the Afternoon. Which Iſſue was 


as freely and without Exceptions agreed to by the Com- 
mittee that had already fat, as any others in the Conven- 


tion, The Committee thus enlarged by Appointment 
met at Dr, Sewal['s after Dinner, when the Doctor and 
the Three that were added were preſent, And as to what 
had been ſaid of Arminianiſm not heing teſtify'd againſt, 
It was obſerved, That in the Repreſentations made, aud 
upon which this Committee were choſen, there was no- 
thing found to put them in mind of Arminian Errors: 
T was alſo conſidered, That we had no Evidence given of 
the prevailing of theſe Errors at this Day, in any Parts of 
the Land, or Diſorders upon this Head. And as it could 
not be expected that this 3 ſhould be againſt all 
Errors, ſo there did not appear any ſpecial Reaſon why it 
ihould be pointed at the Errors of Arminius, any more 
than a Number of other's Errors that had crept into the 


chriſtian Church : Whereupon this Matter was drop'd, 


ave 
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fave only that the Word Arminians was added after the 
Word Phariſees, in the fifth Article. At this Sitting of 


the Committee alſo, theſe Words were added at the Cloſe 
of the {1th Article, „At the ſame Time we bear our 


6 Teſtimony againſt the impious Spirit of thoſe that from 
< hence | i. e. from the Being and Appearing of theſe 
6 Errors and Diſorders teſtify*d againſt ] take occaſion to 
cc reproach the Work of the divine Spirit in the Hearts of 
c the Children of God.“ There was alſo now added 
thoſe Words in the concluding Paragraph, viz. And 
c were there is any ſpecial Revival of pure Religion in 
<6 any Parts of our Land, we would give unto Gop all 


< the Glory.” 


And when the Teſtimony thus altered and enlarged, 


was preſented to the Convention, it was publickly read, 


as well as the Scriptures and Paſſages in the Platform re- 
ferred to: And tho' hereupon it was moved by ſome, 
Whether the Convention were not prepared to vote an 


Acceptance of the Report? Yet others tho't it beſt to 
conſider and vote ypon the ſeveral Articles contained in it 
diſtinctly, which was eaſily yielded to. Whereupon the 


Articles referring to Errors in Doctrine and Diſorders in 
Practice, were, in this Manner, with little or no Oppoſi- 
tion or Exception, voted by a great Majority. . And as 
this is true in Fact, ſo tis agreable to your Repreſentation. 
For, P. 7. you intimate, That it was the laft Vote which 


occaſion'd Debates. And P. 13. That the Reaſon why 
| ſome did not join in theſe Votes referring to Errors and 


Diſorders, was becauſe the Teſtimony was not amended 


and enlarged by an open Acknowledgment of the late re- 


markable Effects of a gracious divine Influence in many of 
our Churches. And you might have added, That ſome 
who witheld their Vote upon theſe Articles, declared they 
could readily hold up their Hands for every of them, if ſuch 


an open Acknowledgment had accompany'd them. 


But when the concluding Paragraph came to be con- 
ſidered, there was indeed great Exception taken at it, by 
Perſons who had hitherto ſhewn no Oppolition in regard 
of the foregoing Votes, They urged it as a Duty whilſt 
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we teſtify d againſt Errors and Diſorders at this Day, te 


ive a full Teſtimony to there having been a glorious 
Work of divine Grace manifeſted in various Parts of the 
Land. In reply to this it was ſaid, we truſted we were all 


diſpoſed to pay ſuitable Acknowledgment to Gop, for 


the Effects of his Grace viſible among us: But as to that 
remarkable Revival of Religion they ſpake of, it had not 


been manifeſt in all Places. -And ſince we were an Af- 


ſembly conſiſting of Paſtors of Churches in various and 
diſtant Parts of the Land, they could not in Reaſon be, 


and it appeared in fact they were not, prepared to give 
uch a joint Teſtimony as was urged for. 


| To this it was pleaded, That we had given a joint Teſ- 
timony againft Errors and Diſorders, and yet theſe did no 


more than the remarkable Effects of divine Grace appear 


in all Parts of the Land. And as many rely'd upon the 


Teſtimony of others for their Information with reſpect to 


thoſe, why could we not as well rely upon their Teſtimony 
in regard of the remarkable Revival of Religion? And 
hereupon ſeveral ſhew'd themſelves forward to inform the 
Convention of what had occur'd in their reſpective 


Churches and Pariſhes, which they thought were demon- 
ſtrative Evidences of a very remarkable divine Influence. 


The Rev. Mr, Webb gave an enlarged Narrative for this 
_ Purpoſe. | 


You may remember, Sir, how he told us, That there 
had been in about two Years near two hundred Perſons of 


bis Congregation that appear'd to be under very ſtrong 


Impreffions ; he told us alſo the Diſcoveries they made, 


that theſe Impreſſions, in the Judgment of Charity, muſt 


needs be from a remarkable Influence of the Spirit ofGod, 
and that not more than ten or a Dozen of this large Num- 
ber had, as yet, proved themſelves falſe to their Profeſſion: 


And what Reaſons he had to think the reſt ſound Converts. 


When others would have had the Liberty, in their 


Turn, to make the like Declarations, it was obſerved, 
That we had but a fhort Time, it being now near ſeven 


o'Clock, (as I remember) and that it was not in Reaſon 


to be tho't that the Conyention could need theſe enlarged | 


Accounts 


( 23) 
Accounts, there having been abundant Publication already 
of theſe Things. Twas ſaid, If the Convention ſhouls 
fit *till the next Evening or the next Day, continuedly 


in hearing ſuch Accounts, *twas not likely there could be 
any Thing of Importance offered, that had not before 


reach'd their Ears. And when {till they preſs'd to be heard, 


and wonder'd their Teſtimony might not as well he cre- 
dited, for the remarkable Revival of Religion, as that of 


_ Others for the obtaining Errors and Diſorders---They were 


told, That equal Credit was given to the Facts related 
by both; but there was this eſſential Difference, That 
the Facts related on the one Hand, were ſuch as that upon 
our own Judgment we could ſafely pronounce them Er- 
rors and Diforders, whereas it was not ſo in Regard of 
the Facts related on the other. And however theſe were 
ſuch as had induced them to judge there had been a re- 


 markable divine Influence upon the Souls of many in their 


Flocks, yet it was an unreaſonable Thing for them to ex- 
pect that with a full Reliance upon their Judgment, others 
ſhould join with them in giving a poſitive Atteſtation 
thereto. It was further urged by them, that we ſhould 

not give that Glory to God which was his due, unleſs we 
joined in the publick Acknowledgment of the 'glorious 
Work began and carried on in the Land. To which it 
was replied, That God would certainly have the Glory 
of his Grace in every Inſtance wherein it was diſplay'd,--- 


Every recipient Subject of that Grace would be enlarged 


to praiſe him ; where there were any Numbers together 
in the ſame Church and Flock, they would unite in prai- 
ling of him, and *twas charitably to be concluded, that 
Mr. Webb, for Inſtance, with his whole Aſſembly, had 
offer'd ſolemn Praiſe to God for the Revival of Religion 
they apprehended viſible in the Midſt of them. But 
what important Purpoſes could it ſerve, for Perſons living 
at a great Diſtance from, and having no Acquaintance 


© with the State of Religion in Mr. Webb's Church, to join 
& with him in giving a poſitive Atteſtation to ſuch a re- 


markable Revival of Religion there? | 
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But beſides all this, it was urged as a good Reaſon 
why we ſhould expreſs our ſelves with due Caution in 
the Point under Debate, That ſince it was manifeſt thoſe 
Errors and Diſorders teſtify'd againſt, were run into by 
fome who had been under the moſt remarkable Impreſ- 


ions, if the Convention ſhould give ſo full and enlarged a 


Teſtimony for a glorious Work of divine Grace, as 


that theſe would be led to apply it to themſelves, and 


take it for granted, that however they might be charge- 
able with ſomeErrors and Diſorders, yet that in the Judg- 
ment of the Convention, they had experienc*d that which 


was an Evidence of a remarkable divine Influence, they 
would, being eſtabliſn'd in the main Point, viz. the Pre- 


ſence of God's Spirit with them, but little Regard our 


teſtifying againſt Errors and Diſorders eſpecially, it having 


been the Labour of fome zealous Teachers, to inſtruct 


Men, that where there is a remarkable Work of the 


Spirit of God, *tis to be expected there will be great 
Mixtures of Corruption, Error and Diſorder. And that 
theſe may break out the more impetuouſly on occaſion of 
a Work of the Spirit of God upon the ſame Soul where- 
in they are found. e N G29 in 
And now, Sir, having reminded you of what paſs'd 


in the Debates upon this Head, wherein I acknowledge 


I have not rehearſed the Whole of what was offered, to 
diſſuade from a more full and poſitive Teſtimony upon 
this Head, yet what I have rehearſed was offered, and 
may ſerve to give the Reader a proper View of this 


Matter; and whereas you ſay, p. 14. When no 


« Amendment that would give a plain Atteſtation to 
<c the late happy Revival of Religion could be obtain'd, 
cc ---it was then, and not *till then, that the laſt Para- 
« graph was voted. *” What is thence to be collected 
but that thoſe who were ſatisfied with the Draught, were 


„ 


ſatisfied upon ſuch Grounds and Reaſons as could not be 


ſhaken, much leſs removed by theExceptions taken at it? 
And I would beg you, Sir, now to conſider, and I | 
leave all Men to judge, how far you have been Juſt 
to your Brethren, and even to the Truth it (elf, in re- 

=} - preſenting 
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preſenting it as a ©* Matter of Fact, That when Paſtors 


of this Province of an eſtabliſned Character as Friends to 


the Cauſe of Truth and Holineſs, would have teſtify'd 


What they knew concerning the late Revival of Religion 


in various Parts of the Land, they were interrupted in a 
rude Manner, and treated with open Contempt.“ ---And 


that many earneſt Pleas for their being heard were ſtifled 


in Clamour and Oppoſition.” 3 
Is it either rational or chriſtian for you, becauſe this laſt 


Paragraph was not juſt agreable to your Mind, therefore 


to bend your Endeavours to enervate the Teſtimony and 
fruſtrate the good Intentions of it? And eſpecially for 
* to this Purpoſe, inſtead of any calm weighing the 


Teſtimony it ſelf, to ſet your ſelf to darken the Characters 
of thoſe that gave it, and repreſent their Proceedings in 
the moſt diſadvantageous Light? Surely, were there the 
Diſcoveries of humane Frailty, and were any thro? Inad- 
vertance betray'd into too great Heat of Temper, whence 
aroſe any Breach of due Order in the Debates, I think 
you had reaſon to lay your Hand upon your own Mouth, 


for the moſt, if not the only, remarkable Inſtance of any 


Thing of this Nature, before the paſſing of the laſt Vote 


upon the Teſtimony (if I remember right) was what aroſe 
upon your being aſk'd the Queſtion, Whether you deſired 
to ſpeak as a Member of the Convention ? And which 


you might have prevented or ſtill'd by ſaying one Word, 
and that a Monoſyllable too. Your declining to ſay 
waich, brings it into Doubt, whether you was able to de- 


clare you was now returned to the Convention with 2 
Purpoſe of uniting your ſelf to them, and fo whether you 
did not now appear among us to ſerve a Turn: And 1 
wiſh your future Conduct may not ſtrengthen ſuch a Con- 
jecture. | | 
And as to my Rev. Brother, whom you repreſent as 
teſtifying with Warmth of Reſentment againſt the bad 
Spirit that appeared to prevail in the Aſſembly, I hope he 
will be ſenſible of his Raſhneſs in imputing that to a bad 
Spirit, which was the Reſult of ſound Reaſon and folid 


Principles of Action, as I truſt appears by the Facts 1 ay 5 
D ut 


already related. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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But I paſs to obſerve, that as you repreſent it, Page 12. 
«© The Report of the Committee was bro't to the Con- 


vention, as a Teſtimony againſt ſeveral Errors and Diſ- 


6 orders, without any thankful Acknowledgment of the 
% late Work of Gop's Grace among us.“ And again, 
Page 10. That the Paſtors of the Province of the Aaſ⸗ 


ſachuſetts-Bay in New-England, at their annual Con- 


<< vention, have teſtify*d only againſt ſome Errors and Diſ— 
< orders, without giving any Atteſtation to a remarkable 
«© Revival of Religion in various Parts of the Land. 
J ſhall not fulfill what J have promiſed, unleſs I give the 
Aſſertion contained in theſe Paſlages a brief Conſideration. 

Now, Rev. Sir, you find the Convention in the con- 
cluding Paragraph of the Teſtimony, expreſly paying to 
the great Shepherd of the Sheep, their “ thankful Ack- 
nowledgments for his merciful Regard to the Churches 
of this Country---in advancing his ſpiritual Kingdom in 
the Souls of ſo many from the Foundations of this Coun- 
try to this Day.” Certain it is, that the Grace of our 
exalted Redeemer has been very illuſtrious in his Diſpen- 
fations towards theſe Churches. And we have abundant 
Reaſon to aſcribe Blefling and Glory to his Name, for 
the continued Tokens of his gracious Preſence with us, 


in ſanctifying the Means of Grace, which are of his own 


appointing, to the Converſion of Sinners and Edifhcation 
of Saints from Time to Time. And as theſe Tokens of 
his gracious Preſence have been at various particular Sea- 
tons more remarkably viſible, ſo how viſible ſoever they 
have been of late in the Midit of us, in the Revival of Re- 


ligion, yet this is wholly included in what is here very 
comprehenſively expreſs'd, And it can't therefore, 1 
think, be juſtly ſaid, that the Convention hath not in this 


Paragraph render'd any thankful Acknowledgment here- 


tor; 


But you find they have not left the Matter thus gene- 
rally, but proceeded more particularly to ſay, „And 
<6 where there is any ſpecial Revival of pure Religion in 
«© any Parts of our Land at this Time, we would give un- 
* to God all the Glory.“ Doth not this carry in it ſome 

5 Acknowledgment 
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Acknowledgment, that, in ſomeParts of the Land, there 13 
at this Time a ſpecial Revival of pure Religion! ? What 
Tho'ts do you entertain of thoſe Paſtors that form'd and 
voted this Paragraph? Have you any Reaſon to entertain 
a Suſpicion of them, that they will ſo take God's Name in 
vain, as to make a ſolemn Pretenſion of giving Glory ta 
him for that which in their Tho't has no Exiſtence ? Will 
it appear in any ſtronger Light, that theſe Expreſſions ne- 
ceſſarily include ſome Acknowledgment of a ſpecial Re- 
vival of Religion at this Time in ſome Parts of our Land, 
if I preſent them in the Form of Addreſſes to God? 

Should you hear any one Paſtor in praying to God, ſay, 
Lord, we adore the Riches of thy Grace, in that thou haſt ta- 
hen care of the Churches planted by thee in this Wilderneſs: 
And give thee Thanks, that thou haſt ſet up thy Kingdom in 
the Souls of ſo many among this thy People, from the Days of 
our Fore- Fathers till this Time: And where thou 506 at 
this Day in any Paris 3 Land, in a ſpecial and remarkable 
Manner, revived thy Work, and cauſed pure and undefiled 
Religion to flouriſh, we would humbly ſay, Net unto us, not 
unto us, but to thy Name be all the Glory: Could you poſſi- 
bly upon hearing this, entertain a Tho't, eſpecially if you 
are acquainted with any remarkable Inſtances of the Re- 
vival of Religion at this Time, that in theſe Addreſſes to 
God there is no thankful Acknowledgment therefor in- 
cluded ? Could you poſſibly entertain this Tho? „ I lay, 
without affixing theſe Things to his Character, viz, That 
he is a Time-ſerver and a Mocker of God? If by the 
late Work of God's Grace among us, you intend any 
thing not included in the Expreſſion, pure Religion, you are 
right in ſaying, that the Teſtimony is without any thank- 
ful Acknowledgment therefor. And I pray God, that all 
his People may be preſerved from aſcribing to God, and 
giving him Thanks for ſuch Things as are unwor thy of 
him, a » 


And it has been a deep Senfe of the Danger many are 


in at this Day, of being overcome by the many and ſtrong 
Temptations ſet before them, to run into this very dange- 
rous and ſinful Practice, that the Conyention haye uſed 
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tho't Po gar thoſe Rae many. bt 7 
Day, are In danger of aſeribing to God, which are unwors' 
thy of hin: But find this would protract my Letter to too 
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I ſhall therefore conclude by ſaying, — to thoſe 
chat are offended at this Caution, tis "my ſincere Wiſh, 
they may calmly conſider Things, and put on that Charity 
which envieth not, vaunteth not it ſelf, is not puffed up; 
ſeeketh not her own, is not eaſily prorcked, thinketh fl 
Evil, believeth all Things, and hopeth all Things. And 
I pray God, that thoſe who have given this Teſtimony, Ys 
my ſelf as well as others, may uſe; and be preſerved i 
the Uſe, of the ſame calm Conſt ideration and | 
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